DOMINICANS
 1105
 DONATELLO
 
DOMINICANS, an Order of preaching
friars, founded in 1215 by Saint Dominie,
who wished thereby to increase the influence
of the Church. He obtained confirmation for
his order from Pope Honorius III in 1216,
and this gave the friars the right to preach
and to hear confessions wherever they went.
The members are bound by vows of chastity,
poverty and obedience, are forbidden ever
to eat meat, are under obligation to rise
at midnight for prayer. They have been
displaced in part by the Jesuits. They were
known hi France as Jacobins, in England as
Slack Friars, from the black cloak and hood
they wore. Pour of the Popes have come
from the Order, and of famous painters Fra
Angelico and Fra Bartolommeo. Thomas
Aquinas and Albertus Magnus were Domin-
icans. As they were fierce defenders of
Church dogma, some member of the Order
usually conducted the Spanish Inquisition
(which see).
DOMINION DAY, one of Canada's most
important holidays, commemorating the con-
federation of the provinces into the Domin-
ion of Canada under the British North
America Act of 1867. The Dominion came
into existence on July 1 of that year, and
each year on that day the anniversary is
celebrated. See british north america
act.
DOMINOES, domfin oze, a game played
with small, flat, rectangular pieces of ivory,
about twice as long as they are broad. Each
piece is divided in the middle by a line, and
each of the squares thus made is blank or
marked by dots, from one to sis or twelve
in number. When one player leads by laying
down a domino, the next must follow by
placing alongside of it another, which has
the same number of spots on one of its sides.
Thus, if the flrst player lays down 6-4, the
second may reply with 4r-8, or 6-7; in the
former case he must turn in the 4, placing
it beside the 4 of the flrst domino, so that
the numbers remaining out will be 6-8; in
the latter case he must turn in the 6 to the
6 in like manner, leaving 4^7, to which his
opponent must now respond. The player
who cannot follow suit loses his turn, and
the object of the game is to get rid of all
the dominoes in hand, or to hold fewer spots
than an opponent when the game is exhaust-
ed by neither being able to play. Other
games with different styles of counting are
with, dominoes. The game was first
 played in Europe, in the middle of the
eighteenth century.
DOMITIAN, domish'ean (?-96), a
Eoman emperor, son of Vespasian. He suc-
ceeded Ms brother Titus in the year 81. He
began his rule with a show of moderation
and justice, but lapsed into the sort of
cruelty and excess for which his youth had
been notorious. He was assassinated.
DON (ancient Tanais), a river of Russia,
which issues from Lake Ivan-Ozero, about
150 miles south of Moscow and flows south-
east to within thirty-seven miles of the Volga,
where it turns abruptly and flows southwest
for 236 miles and empties into the Sea of
Azov. Its length is nearly 1,150 miles. The
chief tributaries are the Donetz, the Voronej,
the Khoper and the Manitsch; The Don
carries a large traffic, especially during the
spring flood. A canal connects it with the
Volga system of navigation. It has exten-
sive fisheries.
DONATEI/LO, or DONATO, donah'to,
(1386?-1466), an Italian sculptor, one of
the most famous of the early Renaissance
and one of the greatest of all time. He
was born at Florence and was brought up
in the home of Martelli, a wealthy relative.
Early he became associated with Brunel-
leschi, the architect, from whom he gained
much encouragement and help. In 1403
both went to Rome and studied there togeth-
er for two years. Donatello then returned
to Florence. His flrst great works were
Saint Peter and Saint Mark, in the Church
of Saint Michael in Florence. In 1433
Donatello returned to Rome, and the works
produced during the period immediately fol-
lowing show to a great extent the influence
of classical art on his work. The next year
he returned to Florence and was employed
by his friend and patron Cosimo de Medici,
for whom he Designed a beautiful bronze
statute, David, his best-known work. In
1444 he went to Padua and there produced
a bronze equestrian statue of Erasmo de
Narni, called Gattamelata, his greatest work.
After visiting Venice, Ferrara and other
cities, he returned to Florence in 1457 and
passed the rest of his life there.
The distinguishing features of his art are
realism and originality. He was the most
revolutionary of artists, and though he
closely followed antique models, his pro-
ductions are not imitations, but are original
and true to nature. His influence afEected

